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First of all, on behalf of Peace Boat, I would like to thank the City of Mexico and Mayors for Peace 
for inviting me and giving me the opportunity to speak today.

In the face of new global threats, or human security challenges, that many local leaders and 
practitioners are tackling today, I would like to highlight some of the issues that Peace Boat is 
working on. Peace Boat is a Japan-based international NGO promoting peace, disarmament, 
sustainable development and human rights through Global Voyages on a large chartered passenger 
ship. It was founded in 1983 by Japanese students as a project of reconciliation and mutual 
understanding among youth in Asian countries.

Today I will introduce three of our ongoing projects. The first is Peace Boat Global University, the 
second is the Global Article 9 Campaign, and the third is nuclear disarmament advocacy through 
the Hibakusha Project.

Firstly, Peace Boat Global University is a unique education project for students and young 
professionals, carried out on Global Voyages. It combines seminars and workshops onboard and 
field programs at ports of call. We deal with various global issues, such as poverty, migration, 
conflicts, climate change and disasters, searching for solutions to these human security challenges. 
International students participate in the program, so far mainly from countries in the Asia Pacific 
region. The students first learn the theory in the seminars onboard, then are exposed to the actual 
situations and efforts on the ground in land study programs that Peace Boat coordinates together 
with local NGOs and municipalities, and reflect and discuss in depth after getting back on the ship.

The learning process on the ship, sailing across national borders, enables students to understand the 
trans-national nature of all human security challenges. These challenges cannot be adequately 
addressed simply by national or local governments independently. Regional and even global 
cooperation, with full participation of civil society, is key. The students from different countries 
with diverse backgrounds consider the commonalities and differences among the situations in the 
places they visit and at home. Such a comparative approach also nurtures the spirit of respect for the 
perspectives and approaches of others.

In the programs, Peace Boat also focuses on social inequalities, divisions and discrimination, which 
tend to be both causes and consequences of human security challenges. In this context, we set social 
cohesion as a key concept in the search for solutions. Thus we aim to educate students to become 
leaders who can build solutions with empathy and passion.

In recent years, students of Peace Boat Global University have come from such countries as Japan, 
China, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar/Burma, India, Sri Lanka, and Australia 
among others.

We are pleased and proud that one of our Gobal University alumni from Sri Lanka has recently 
been appointed by the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon as a member of the Advisory Group of 
Experts for the Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security, mandated to include youth in the 
peacebuilding processes. She was a participant of the Global University two years ago, and shared 
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with us her own experiences of the Civil War in the country, and the reconciliation and inter-faith 
activities she has been involved since then.

As a new initiative, Peace Boat is now developing programs in the Americas. Next month, we will 
carry out a program on disarmament during a cross-Atlantic segment from Europe to New York. In 
November, a pilot program on globalization and human rights will be carried out with Mexican 
students, between Panama and Manzanillo, Mexico, where the ship will be docked on November 8.

Secondly, let me touch upon the Global Article 9 Campaign that Peace Boat promotes in 
partnership with a wide range of NGOs both in and out of Japan, including lawyers' associations. 
This is an international campaign to promote Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution, established 
immediately after World War II, that renounced war as means to settle international disputes, 
prohibited the maintenance of armed forces and other war potential, and denied the right of 
belligerency. The people of Japan, who suffered from the devastation of atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, have valued this article as a foundation of lasting peace, and have upheld 
this article to date in swearing not to repeat the mistake of waging war.

Article 9 is not only important for Japanese people as their commitment for peace, but can also 
serve other nations around the world as a model for achieving human security and development 
without relying on military means. Indeed, post-World War II Japan achieved remarkable economic 
growth without depending on military industry or being involved in any armed conflicts with other 
countries or domestically.

Today, we witness in many places around the world the vicious cycles of military interventions and 
retaliations in the name of the war on terror. Against the blood and tears shared far more than 
enough, unarmed and non-military approaches have not been sufficiently explored. The Global 
Article 9 Campaign promotes such approaches to deal with counter-terrorism, conflict prevention 
and peacebuilding, without relying on military means. Effective alternatives should be pursued in 
addressing root causes of conflicts, dealing with past atrocities in search for reconciliation, 
promoting dialogue and negotiation among actors in conflicts, and finding exit plans for those 
engaged in wars to be integrated into lives of peace. Similarly crucial is to control the tools of 
violence, be they guns and other small arms or weapons of mass destruction, such as nuclear 
materials and devices or chemical and biological agents. I believe that Japan's Article 9 can 
encourage other nations and communities to follow such paths.

The unstopping growth of the world's military spending is another matter of concern. Today, 
worldwide military spending is almost 1.7 trillion US dollars. As part of our ongoing campaign 
“Disarmament for Development”, carried out in partnership with the Global Campaign on Military 
Spending (GCOMS), Peace Boat calls for a reduction of military expenditure, and the diversion of 
resources into human needs. Indeed, a fraction of what is currently spent on the military would go a 
long way in financing the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and achieve major progress, 
notably in regards to Goal 16 for peace and inclusive society. This Global Campaign is holding a 
major international conference on military spending later this month in Berlin, and I encourage your 
participation and support.

Lastly, I would like to highlight nuclear disarmament. As a Japan-based NGO, Peace Boat has 
placed nuclear weapons abolition as one of the highest priorities of advocacy, reflecting the 
experience of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Under the name of the Global Voyage for a Nuclear Free 
World – Peace Boat Hibakusha Project, we are working with atomic bomb survivors, or Hibakusha 
in Japanese, by inviting them to join our voyages to share their testimonies with citizens around the 
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world. I thank Mayors for Peace for endorsing and actively cooperating with the project, notably in 
the I Was Her Age project of last year, commemorating the seventieth anniversary of the bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. (Special thanks to the cities of Granollers, Spain, for their continuous 
support)

In harmony with such grassroots-based initiatives, today we also see the growing international 
momentum to focus on the humanitarian aspect of nuclear weapons and to pursue a categorical 
legal prohibition of such weapons of terror. In this relation, I commend the government of Mexico 
for initiating the process of the United Nations' Open-Ended Working Group on multilateral nuclear 
disarmament of this year, which successfully adopted just last month a historical recommendation 
that the UN General Assembly convenes a negotiating conference in 2017, for a legal instrument to 
ban nuclear weapons, leading to their total elimination.

Peace Boat, as an active partner of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN), encourages all governments, cities and NGOs to support starting the process of banning 
nuclear weapons next year. ICAN advocates that a new international treaty banning nuclear 
weapons would prohibit the production, manufacture, development, testing, use and threat of use of 
nuclear weapons, as well as assisting, inducing and financing such acts. Such a global legal norm 
would universally stigmatize nuclear weapons, legalize existing non-nuclear weapons 
commitments, accelerate the disarmament processes of nuclear-armed states, and prevent nuclear 
proliferation by strengthening the NPT. Moreover, it would help prevent terrorism and violence 
around the world escalate to a nuclear dimension. The process of a nuclear weapons ban negotiation 
should be open to all and blockable by none. Even if all nuclear-armed states boycotted the initial 
phase, concluding a ban treaty would have a game-changing effect. As a demonstration of this, we 
can recall the global impact of the Tlatelolco Treaty of 1967, the world's first nuclear weapons free 
zone treaty.

The target year of Mayors for Peace 2020 vision campaign is approaching. The goal of achieving a 
nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020 remains highly ambitious. Still it is very much within reach that 
we establish a nuclear weapons ban treaty well before 2020, which would comprehensively prohibit 
nuclear weapons and require their total elimination. I would like to encourage the leadership cities 
of Mayors for Peace to reconsider and update its strategic plan reflecting this reality. A broad 
coalition of Japanese groups has started an international signature campaign towards 2020, in 
support of the Hibakusha's call to negotiate and conclude a treaty to prohibit and eliminate nuclear 
weapons. I hope that Mayors for Peace can support and join this international campaign.

Congratulating Mayors for Peace for its remarkable achievements so far, I hope all of us can work 
together to make nuclear weapons history by establishing a new international treaty banning those 
weapons, starting from the First Committee of UN General Assembly next month.

Thank you very much for your attention.

3


