
29The MONGOLIAN OBSERVER • NOVEMBER 30, 2016

politics

 An international conference on the Ulaan-
baatar Process was held in Ulaanbaatar bringing 
peace advocates and nuclear, disarmament ex-
perts and researchers from about a dozen coun-
tries. The Mongolian Observer had the opportuni-
ty to talk with two of the conference participants 
about peace and nuclear disarmament, Mongo-
lia’s initiative of UB Process.
 Kawasaki Akira, Director of Peace Boat's Hiba-
kusha Project, in his following interview with The 
Mongolian Observer, spoke about his organization 
Peace Boat, the relevance of the UB process, and 
the recent decision of the UN member states, who 
overwhelmingly voted to start negotiations on a 
treaty to ban nuclear weapons.

Can you, please, first tell us briefly about Peace Boat?
The Peace Boat organization was created in 1983 and for 30 
years we are doing peace educational voyages. Hundreds of 
people, mainly from Japan, but from other countries in Asia 
and around the world, join and visit many countries by ship 
on a global voyage with programs on studies in each port of 
call related to peace, environment and human rights. We are 
doing this in the belief that promoting people-to-people dia-
logue, and face-to-face communication are the foundations 
of peace. 
 Peace Boat funds itself through individuals paying the 
costs to join our voyages. We believe that only through fi-
nancial autonomy will NGOs be able to protect their ideo-
logical independence, while securing their sustainability for 
the future.
 Peace Boat is also a member of other NGOs which have 
special consultative status to the United Nations, we are do-
ing various advocacy work on peace-related issues, disarma-
ment and conflict prevention, our three key themes and that 
is why we are a part of GPPAC (The Global Partnership for 
the Prevention of Armed Conflict) and discussing this re-
gional process for peace and nuclear disarmament. 

Carrying out peace advocacy by boat is not a cheap ven-
ture. How do you finance these voyages?

Participants basically pay participation fee and as we are an 
independent organization, we do not rely on government 

or corporate funding. People love travelling and many peo-
ple see value in travelling with Peace Boat because it pro-
vides some very unique experience, which is quite differ-
ent from normal tourism, as we combine tourism and with 
peace study. Sometimes we work with universities so that 
students can join the ship with academic credit given to 
that, and through such partnership we are expanding our 
participants.

An inaugural meeting of the Ulaanbaatar Process took 
place in Mongolia from 23-24 June, 2015, just more 
than a year ago. How far has this process come in terms 
of enhancing the role of civil society in promoting peace 
and security in North East Asia? 

The UB Process provides a unique platform where everyone 
can come together for discussion, including from North and 
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 My colleagues and I were surprised that Mongolia did not par-
ticipate in the vote last month on L.41 at the UN. Has the govern-
ment offered any explanation? 
 I hope that Mongolia is not backing away from its commitment 
to nuclear disarmament and unravelling all of the hard work that 
you did over so many years. If it is committed to nuclear disarma-
ment, it must join the overwhelming majority of nations in voting 
"yes" to this important resolution in December!

Tim Wright, 
Regional Director, Asia & Pacific

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons

South Koreas. We have identified that 
for many members from the region, 
peace and security on the Korean Pen-
insula and nuclear-free-zones are two 
major urgent topics for us to deal with. 
 Last year the Process was founded 
when we discussed many issues as to 
how to proceed. So we are only at the 
start of the process.
 At this meeting in Ulaanbaatar we 
were able to discuss issues in a more 
substantive manner, very specific is-
sues such as nuclear weapons and peace 
on the Korean Peninsula, what specific 
actions we can take to encourage gov-
ernments to move forward. Because of 
such major tension or the lack of nor-
mal relations among states, even for 
our citizens it has been difficult to com-
municate with each other, but in the 
process development we already have a 
good degree of trust to each other. Al-
though the present UB Process meet-
ing was a kind of closed meeting, we 
were able to have a very good dialogue 
amongst ourselves regarding the way to 
go forward.

Not long ago United Nations mem-
ber states voted overwhelmingly to 
start negotiations on a treaty to ban 
nuclear weapons, despite strong 
opposition from nuclear-armed 
nations and their allies. How does 
Peace Boat view this important de-
velopment? What needs to be done 
to further consolidate this gain and 
how do you see the role of Mongo-
lia as a nuclear-weapons free state?

This was a very historic move and I was 
at that time in New York witnessing the 
voting on 27 October. A group of gov-
ernments, including Austria, Mexico 
and others took forward draft resolu-
tions and it was supported by about 
two thirds majority of the UN mem-
ber states, that is, to hold negotiating 
conference next year in March in New 
York for a treaty banning nuclear weap-
ons.
 For the first time in human history, 

the international community has just 
started the process categorically pro-
hibiting nuclear weapons. In the past, 
for some countries nuclear weapons 
have been allowed, but now the process 
is about declaring in a legally binding 
manner that nuclear weapons will not 
be allowed in any one’s possession. This 
legal-norm building will have a very big 
impact on a global scale in support of 
nuclear disarmament.
 This topic was discussed at the UB 
Process as well. It provided a very good 
opportunity to address regional issues 
as well. Because in this region there are 
many counterproductive nuclear devel-
opments. Once a global norm is estab-
lished that declares nuclear weapons are 

ing in the first meeting. We hope Mon-
golia will show up and do a right voting 
in the first week of December where the 
plenary of the UN GA will be held.
 So Peace Boat along with other or-
ganizations, and under the umbrella 
of ICAN-International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons, we are con-
tinuing pressing this to go forth, so that 
the global process of nuclear disarma-
ment would be accelerated, including 
having impact on the regional issues as 
well.

One final question. It is unfortu-
nate that Mongolia did not take 
part in the first voting at the UN 
GA despite Mongolia is a nuclear-

bad and illegal, it will accelerate the re-
gional dialogue as well in the direction 
of the establishment of nuclear-weap-
on-free zones. The problem is that the 
issue is still not very well known. For 
instance, it was interesting that DPRK 
voted in support of the resolution, it is 
a kind of signal that they are ready to 
go for nuclear abolishment. But China 
abstained the voting and majority voted 
against that, which means that many 
countries are still relying on nuclear de-
terrence concept, which really has to be 
dealt with.
 By the way, it was unfortunate to see 
that Mongolia didn’t take part in the vot-

weapon free state. How do you read 
this position of Mongolia?

I saw there was a clear anger among 
nuclear-arms states on this, they are 
scared of the prospect that nuclear 
weapons would be eventually banned. 
Those nuclear arms states will have to 
fundamentally change their policies. 
Because of that they have been press-
ing many other states not to support 
the proposal. So I think that pressure 
may have affected Mongolia as well. But 
I know that the people of Mongolia are 
very proud of its nuclear-free status, 
and I really hope that the Government 
will do the right thing in December.


